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HE British Interplanetary Society, which was founded in 

October, 1933, is a scientific organization whose activities 
embrace research in all problems pertaining to the conquest of 
space, and the realization of Man’s age-old dream of inter- 
planetary travel. 


The immediate aims of the Society are the stimulation of 
public interest in the possibility of effecting an extra-terrestrial 
voyage, the dissemination of knowledge concerning the problems 
which at present hinder such an achievement, and the conducting 
of practical research in order that a solution of these problems 
may be sought and found with a minimum of delay. 


THE JOURNAL OF THE SOCIETY 

The Journal of the Society, a specimen copy of which is 
enclosed, is issued free to all members. It is published as 
frequently as funds permit, and it is ultimately hoped to produce 
a regular monthly issue. 

By special arrangement, members also receive copies of the 
official publications of Societies interested in astronautical 
research abroad. 

Occasionally, the Journal is augmented by duplicated sheets, 
or Bulletins, which serve to keep members in close touch with 
current events in the worlds of rocketry, astronomy, and related 
spheres of activity. 


RESEARCH FUND 


The Society has established a Research Fund. All 
contributions to this fund should be sent to the Hon. Treasurer. 
They will be acknowledged both by the Hon. Treasurer and by 
the publication of a list of subscribers in the Journal. 
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INTER-MEMBER CORRESPONDENCE 


The Hon. Secretary will be glad to provide members with 
the names and addresses of other members who desire inter- 
member correspondence. Applicants should give full details as to 
their particular interests. 

Society notepaper is available for this, and other, corres- 
pondence. A specimen sheet is enclosed. Supplies may be 
obtained from the Hon. Secretary at the nominal charge of 2/6 
(two shillings and sixpence) per hundred sheets, post free in 
Great Britain; or for 2/- per hundred sheets, excluding postage 
and import duties, if any, to places abroad. 


CONTEMPORANEOUS ORGANIZATIONS 


The Society maintains a close contact with all kindred 
organizations and their leading members throughout the world. 
Many renowned foreign experimenters have freely placed their 
services at the disposal of the Society. Noted foreign Fellows 
include Herr Willy Ley (Germany), Dr. Jakow I. Perlmann 
(U.S.S.R.), M. Robert Esnault-Pelterie (France), Ing. Friedrich 
Schmiedl and Ing. Baron Guido von Pirquet (Austria), and 
Messrs. G. Edward Pendray and Ernst Loebell (U.S.A.) 

The Society also has members in Canada, India, the Irish 
Free State, New Zealand, South Africa, Turkey, and Czecho- 
slovakia. 

Among the well known British Fellows of the Society are 
the following: R. S. Chambers, Esq., Professor A. M. Low, D.Sc., 
H. Grindell Matthews, Esq., and N. E. Moore Raymond, Esq. 


MEETINGS 


Ordinary Meetings of the Society are held in Liverpool 
during the winter season, at which times addresses on all phases 
of the activities of the Society are presented by members and 
guest speakers. The Hon. Secretary will gladly arrange for 
lectures prepared by distant members to be read at Society 
Meetings. All MSS. submitted for this purpose should be type- 
written. 


MEMBERSHIP 


Three classes of membership are open to individuals of any 
nationality, and of either sex: Fellowship, Membership, and 
Associate Membership. 

FELLOWS are entitled to all the rights and privileges of 
the Society, including a voice in the direction of its affairs, a 
participation in research work, and the holding of office. The 
subscription for Fellowship is £2-2-0 per annum. 
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MEMBERS enjoy all the privileges accorded Fellows, except 
the holding of office. Primarily, Membership is for those persons 
who, while interested in the Society and its objects, do not desire 
to take an active part in the direction of its affairs. The sub- 
scription for Membership is 10/6 per annum. 


ASSOCIATE MEMBERS have the privileges accorded 
Members, except the power to vote. Essentially, Associate 
Membership is for those under the age of twenty-one years. 
On attaining their majority, Associate Members may, subject to 
the approval of the Council, graduate to Membership or 
Fellowship, as they desire. The subscription for Associate 
Membership is 5/- per annum. 


All subscriptions may be paid quarterly by arrangement 
with the Hon. Treasurer. 


Application for membership must be made on the enclosed 
Membership Application Form, which when completed, should 
be sent with the appropriate subscription to— 


L. J. JOHNSON, Esq., 
Hon. Secretary, 
The British Interplanetary Society, 
46, Mill Lane, 
Liverpool, 13, England. 


The subscription: will be returned in the event of an 
application being unsuccessful. 


Ripléy Printing Society Ltd., Ripley. 
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British Interplanetary Society, January, 1934 


RETROSPECT AND PROSPECT. 
By P. E. 


The formation of The British Interplanetary Society, in October, 

1933, was only made possible by the sympathetic encouragement 
extended to the writer by three well known publications—‘‘ Chambers’s 
Journal,”” The “ Liverpool Echo,” and The ‘‘ Daily Express.” Each 
contributed towards the vital publicity without which the Society 
would surely have remained but a mere dream. 

It is only just, therefore, that the publications which so freely 
gave this invaluable assistance should receive the acknowledgement 
that is their due in this, the first issue of the Journal of the Society. 

“Chambers’s Journal” can claim the proud distinction of being 
over one hundred years old. No mean achievement, this. Yet 
that this venerable journal may fairly claim to have retained the 
spirit and vigour of youth is proven by the fact that at a time 
when other magazines viewed the subject of interplanetary travel 
with undisguised suspicion, ‘‘Chambers’s Journal” unhesitatingly 
published a non-technical exposition on its possibilities. 

It was with the aid of this article* that I was able to prevail 
upon the Editor of the “ Liverpool Echo”’ to publish an appeal for 
members for the Society. Considering the “ fantastic’’ nature of 
the scheme, the “ Echo” was at once far-sighted and generous. 

Now the “ Liverpool Echo” is a well-known and widely read 
paper, and the appeal appeared under a caption calculated to attract 
attention. But it did not. Public apathy in the matter, it became 
evident, was not to be shattered easily. It seemed that nothing 
would suffice to disturb public indifference. But Mr. Moore Raymond, 
special correspondent for ‘“‘ The Daily Express,” thought otherwise. 
Not only would he place the Society on its feet, but he would become 
a member. 

And so the impossible happened. How he persuaded the 
Editor of “‘ The Daily Express’ to spread the news across the front 
page, I do not know. It is sufficient that he did. And so my troubles 
ended—or should I say really began? At any rate, from the deluge 
of correspondence which immediately resulted, there emerged The 
British Interplanetary Society. 

And now let me introduce those enthusiasts who answered 
the call of progress—the Founder Fellows of the Society. We were 
very pleased to accept the services of Miss A. C. Heaton, M.P.S., 
as Treasurer of the Society. Miss Heaton, incidently, has the dis- 
tinction of being the Society’s first lady Fellow. 

Herr Richard Thiele and Herr Raymond Thiele are both 
Honorary Founder Fellows. Both are distinguished chemists, as 
capable as they are willing to be of service to the Society. 


‘The Possibilities of Interplanetary Travel,” 
in Chambers’s Journel for January, 1933. 
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Another Honorary Founder Fellow whom I am proud to be 
able to name, is R. S. Chambers, Esq., whose kind interest in my 
work, as I have already mentioned, was responsible for the formation 
of the Society. So much is owing to this sponsor of our cause 
that I despair of ever being able to express my thanks adequately. 
Certainly the Society owes a debt here for which payment may 
never be paid. 

As Vice-President, the Society is fortunate in having secured 
the services of Mr. C. H. L. Askham. He is known all over the world 
as G6TT, and at the moment he is engaged in a series of experiments 
with ultra-short wireless waves, the results of which may be of in- 
estimable value to the Society. 


Mr. L. J. Johnson is Hon. Secretary of the Society. Nobody 
envies him the task, but all are agreed that he performs it splendidly. 
Add to this the fact that his knowledge of astronomy is almost as 
extensive as space itself, and the extent of his usefulness will be 


apparent. 

Mr. N. E. Moore Raymond I have already mentioned. To 
meet such a man is one of those fortunate events which occur perhaps 
only once in a life-time. What he has already achieved in the matter 
of publicity for the Society, is well known. And unless I am greatly 
mistaken, he will do much more in the future. 


I need only state that Mr. J. Davies was introduced to the 
Society by Mr. C. H. L. Askham, with whom he is experimenting, 
for the extent of his usefulness to be appreciated. His call sign is 
G20A. 


: Mr. J. Toolan is an engineer too, but of a different branch— 
motoring. His knowledge promi:s to be extremely vaiuable to the 
Society. 

The Society is deeply indebted to Mr. H. C. Binns for providing 
a convenient meeting place, and for his generous offer to act as 
accountant for the Society. 


Finally, we have Messrs. McNab, N. Weedall, J. A. Free, and 
E. Roberts, four young but most enthusiastic members. 


There you have the nucleus of the British movement in rocketry, 
around which will form—who can tell? The ultimate aim of the 
Society, of course, is the conquest of space and thence interplanetary 
travel. That such a programme entails the solving of a formidable 
array of problems there can be no denying. It is only over the solu- 
tion or otherwise of these problems that opinion becomes sharply 
divided. 

Strangely enough, the sceptics, who at the moment present an 
almost overwhelming majority, rarely claim to know anything about 
the subject which they so readily condemn. Their reasoning is 
almost invariably based on the fallacy that because the idea of 


: 


6 British Interplanetary Society, January, 1934 


CHAMBERS’S JOURNAL. 


Monthly Ils. net. Yearly Subscription 14s. 6d. (post free). 
The Magazine that retains its subscribers for generations. 


Chambers'’s Journal, though over One Hundred Years Old, 
preserves the spirit and vigour of youth, presenting each month 
short, wholesome stories of every description, and original articles 
on all manner of subjects, informative yet never abstruse, light yet 


never trivial, in a word, popular in the highest sense. 


Those interested in the fascinating and at present bafiling 
problems which surround the conquest of space should not fail to 
read :— 

“The Possibilities of Interplanetary Travel,” 
By P. E. Creator, A.M.I.R.E., A.M.LE.T., F.R.S.A., 
President of the British Interplanetary Society, 
which appeared in Chambers’s Journal, for January, 1933. The 
stock is limited. Obtain your copy now, Is. 2d. post free from 
the Publishers :— 


W. & R. CHAMBERS, LIMITED, 
38, Soho Square, London, W.1, and 11, Thistle Street, 
Edinburgh, 2. 


George Reed & Co., Printers, 49, Atherton Street, Liverpool, 1. 
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interplanetary travel is revolutionary, and, until recently, unheard 
of, that because, to them, it savours of the impossible, therefore it 
7s impossible ! 

This very prevalent attitude towards any suggestion a little 
out of the ordinary cannot be too strongly condemned. Moreover, 
the fallacy of such an attitude has been exposed time and time again. 
So many “ impossibilities’’ have come to pass, even within living 
memory, that it might be thought that extreme caution would now 
be used in the employment of the word “ never.”” Such, however, 
is not the case. It is very evident that primitive superstition and 
incredulity were not banished with the arrival of wireless telegraphy 
and aeroplanes. Nor will they be, I fear, with the advent of inter- 
planetary travel. It is a problem for the psychologist. 


It is also a problem for the Society, whose immediate task is 
the stimulation of public interest in the subject of interplanetary 
travel, and the dissemination of knowledge concerning the true 
nature of the difficulties which at present hinder its achievement. 


Sometimes, I am almost inclined to believe that this particular 
obstacle will prove greater than any one of the purely technical diffi- 
culties which await solution ! 


Among the various projects on which the Society is working 
at the moment is the construction of a rocket car. Except for a 
few technical details in connection with the motors themselves, the 
plans are now complete. It is hoped to gain much valuable in- 
formation from the experiment. 


* ” * * * 


As is well known, the question of a sufficiently powerful fuel 
is the main problem which hinders the achievement of space travel 
to-day. The Society has not been inactive as regards this important 
question. Unceasing research is being carried out, with the object 
not only of discovering new fuels, but also the best method of 


utilising them. 


’ Another important line of research which members of the 
Society are carrying out is in connection with ultra-short wireless 
waves. Such waves are known to pierce the heaviside layer, hence 
their importance in connection with communications between vessels 
in space and the earth. 
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Three classes of membership are open to individuals—Fellow- 
ship, Membership, and Associate Membership. 


Fellows are entitled to all the rights and privileges of the 
Society, including a voice in the direction of its affairs, a participation 
in practical research work, and the holding of office. The sub- 
scription for Fellows is £2 2s. per annum. It may be paid quarterly 
by arrangement. 


Members enjoy all the privileges accorded to Fellows except 
a voice in the direction of the Society. Primarily, Membership is 
for those persons who, while interested in the Society and its objects, 
do not desire to take an active part in the direction of its affairs. 
The subscription for Membership is 10s. 6d. per annum. 


Associate Membership is essentially for those under the age 
of twenty-one. Associate Members will enjoy the same privileges 
accorded to Members. On attaining their majority, Associate 
Members, subject to the approval of the Council, will graduate to 
Fellowship or Membership, as they desire. The subscription for 
Associate Membership is 5s. per annum. 


All classes of membership are open to members of both sexes. 


All members receive free copies of the Journal of the Society. 


Ordinary meetings of the Society are held fortnightly, at which 
time addresses on all phases of the activities of the Society are pre- 
sented by Fellows and invited speakers. 


The Officers for the Society for 1933-1934 are :—P. E. Cleator, 
President ; C. H. L. Askham, Vice-President ; L. J. Johnson, Secretary ; 
and A. C. Heaton, Treasurer. 


For further particulars and Membership Application Forms, 
Address all enquiries to :— 


The Secretary, 
The British Interplanetary Society, 
34, Oarside Drive, 
Wallasey, Cheshire, England. 
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